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Introduction: Importance of English Language 

 Language is central to the whole process of education and is the principal means of 

cultural transmission. In the growth of human beings as social beings, language has a very 

important role to play. It is through language that experience is recorded, interpreted and 

extended. Effective use of language is a powerful help to good scientific thinking and also in the 

humanities. Curiously, in the wake of globalization and liberalization English language enjoys 

the privilege of being the most powerful help to scientific thinking and for all communication. 

Accidentally it has assumed the status of global language. In fact it has been recognized, among 

others, as the “language of wider communication” and the “language of need filling” (Mehrotra 

1977,163). English language plays a number of roles and wields an irresistible power over the 

world today. For all such needs and many more such needs, English serves and serves 

effectively. 

 

It is popularly known as the window upon the world’s knowledge. It is the language of 

science and technology, trade and commerce, banking, journalism, tourism, safety, 

communication politics, entertainment, media and education. It has also penetrated deeply into 

several other domains. As Randolph Quirk pointed out in the Bologna conference, “for India ….. 

English is not just a cultural top-dressing…but a practical tool of daily importance” (1984-9). 

With the monopoly of computer, English has received one more role as the cyber language. The 

wonderful web of information can be browsed only through the royal road of English language. 

It is an exploding language in a world of exploding information. Success of an individual is 

directly related to his or her proficiency in English, for it is a language of opportunities. When an 

individual succeeds it is because of his ability in English, when he fails it is because of his lack 

of ability in English. 
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 Human history has never witnessed so potential a language here before. So much so, it is 

the most extensively used. Nearly a quarter of the world’s population is already fluent or 

competent in English. This means, between 1.2 and 1.5 billion people all over the world use 

English and the figure is steadily growing. The only other language widely used is Chinese 

which is used by 1.1 billion. In India according to 1995 statistics, out of the population of 93 

crore 57 lakh and 44 thousand 3,20,000 use English as their mothertongue and 3 crore and 70 

lakh people use it as their second language. Our purpose here is not to sing in praise of English 

but to bring home the fact that the upward mobility of human race in any part of the world is 

inextricably tied up with developing competence in English. 

 

English Education in India 

 India presents a scenario of multilingual and pluralistic society of language users. 

Fortunately English language has successfully made its way surmounting the political and 

linguistic fanaticism and established itself as the lingua franca. A thorough realization has 

dawned upon the people that competence in English is necessary for true development and that 

“if under sentimental urges we should give up English, we should cut ourselves off from the 

living stream of ever growing knowledge. English is the only means of preventing our isolation 

from the world and we will act unwisely if we allow ourselves to be enveloped in the folds of a 

dark curtain of ignorance”. (Report of the University Service Commission: 1948 – 49). 

 

Two hundred years of intimate contact has made English an integral part of our 

educational system and we cannot neglect it without the risk of loss to ourselves. Knowledge of 

English has become essential today for establishing intellectual, cultural, economic, commercial 

and political relationship with the rest of the world. Its study is indispensable for higher, legal, 

technical and scientific education and technological progress. There is no exaggeration in what 

Patel feels: “Knowledge of English has become essential today for establishing intellectual, 

cultural economic, commercial and political relations with the rest of the world. Its study is 

indispensable for higher, legal, technical and scientific education and technological progress” 

(Patel 1958, 79). 
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 We have the duty to sensitize our young learners to this reality. Our younger generation is 

facing quite a lot of challenges thrown at them from different quarters, such as : 

1) Globalization challenges 

2) Socio-economic changes 

3) Technological advancement 

4) Competitive environment and 

5) Changes in philosophy 

 

Our younger generation must be prepared to meet these challenges. What is required is 

the need-based and application-oriented approach which will result in the development of 

heterogeneous skills. The primary requirement for such development is the ability to use English 

language effectively and proficiently. Lot of responsibility lies with the teachers themselves. 

Nevertheless the truth is somewhat discouraging. As Teresa Doguelli et al. observed, “Teachers 

do not even have sufficient English to do their jobs properly” (1992,50).  Further, poor training 

of teachers leads to poor teaching and poor learning.  The Study Group (1969) has rightly 

reported that the grave shortage of the trained and fully qualified teachers of English at almost all 

stages of the educational system adversely affects English teaching. Hence  they need to update 

their teaching skill and resources in English from time to time to impart quality language 

education to the students.  

 

The present employment scenario is very strange. Lot of jobs is available but employable 

employees are not available. So the problem is not employment but employability. What lies 

between our educated youngsters and the employment is their lack of ability in English language. 

Our educational system should aim at bridging this gap. We hear about Englishes – English for 

engineers, English for doctors, English for business, English for scientific / special purposes etc. 

There should also be an English for employability. Quality is the watch world everywhere now. 

It is our duty to create quality employment and prepare and supply quality employees. The duty 

lies split between the job providers or the industry and the employees providers or the academia. 

 

Industry contribution to English education 
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 Industries should state clearly the skills and the sub-skills that they expect in an employee to fit 

in a particular job. They should move out of their cabin and reach out to the level of human 

resource creation. It is quite common now for the industries to crash suddenly into the campuses 

of higher education institutions and pick graduates who can perform to their satisfaction. Who 

are the ones who get selected? And who are the ones who get rejected? Those graduates who 

exhibit fluency in English are selected and those who stumble are rejected. The corporate make 

use of only 20% of the subject knowledge mastered by our graduates. Proficiency in English 

language and other soft skills like attitude, team spirit, willingness to learn and interpersonal 

relationship constitute the rest of the 80%. If the industries could condescend to disclose their 

expectation and requirements to the education system, it would benefit both the industries and 

the candidates. 

 

Academic contribution to English Education 

 More responsibility lies with the academia. They have the duty to learn about the 

requirements of the industry and incorporate them into their teaching. Fluent oral communication 

in English, accurate written communication in English and accent and pronunciation intelligible 

to the decoder are the most sought-after skills in the market. The teachers must invest these skills 

in the learners to make them marketable. Attempts must be made to dovetail the so-far-alien-to-

each-other parties namely the academia and the industry. It is certainly a profitable venture and a 

substratum for purposeful activities in future. They should take them for really serious 

deliberations and bring out a practically useful module / model of a curriculum which will realize 

the hopes of the academia, industry and the stakeholders. 

 

Goals of teaching English in the past and in the present 

 The aims and objectives of teaching English in the past were basically humanistic, having 

certain functions that are traditionally associated with literature and liberal education for 

instance, the shaping of gentlemen, the molding of character, the development of the aesthetic 

sense, the cultivation of ethical thinking etc. The aim then was to enable the pupil to speak and 

write English like an Englishman as far as possible. Now there is a shift in emphasis from 

expression to comprehension, from knowledge to skill and from aesthetic appreciation to 
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effective communication. And success of our students depends on their ability to switch their 

linguistic gears as many times as they play different personal, interpersonal and institutional 

roles in different settings. Accordingly they need familiarity with different registers of English 

and different functions (of English) functions such as utilitarian, interactive and interpretive. For 

all such purposes suitable materials, methods and evaluation systems must be evolved. It is 

gratifying to note that improved techniques for teaching and testing are available now. 

Ultimately “All language learning and teaching (including English learning and teaching should 

be problem – based, aimed at the development of students ability to reason “well”, using their 

intellectual abilities, within and across multiple domains; they should learn the art of problems 

classifications and analysis, strategies and techniques for problem solutions and the ability to 

express their idea in effective and appropriate language.” (Krishnaswamy and Sriraman 

1994,40). 

 

 

Conclusion 

 It must be noted that English language is ensured a “Central role in the educational history of 

virtually every country on earth.“ (Howatt1984, Xiii). The new world looks particularly upon 

India to employ our engineers and other graduates. The real passport to this treasure world is 

competence in English language. Mr. Brigkapoor was the first Indian Air Craft Engineer to settle 

in the US in 1965. He is reported to have observed that Indians are head and shoulders above any 

other ethnic group – the most successful in the US. Indian immigrants fit into the corporate 

America because they speak English unlike migrants from other parts of the world. About one 

third of the engineers in the Silicon Valley are of Indian descent, while 7% of its high-tech firms 

are led by Indian CEOs. Indians are preferred for their proficiency in English. So the academia-

industry intersection and collaboration should make English available for our students to become 

employable.  
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